SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
co-operating with other causes, the great plague of Italy
was her campamtismo, her parish-pump outlook.
. . . The sense of municipal differentiation and
patriotism goes back continuously to the remotest age
of Italian history."
Such a local and petty bourgeois outlook, an out-
look that developed out of the medieval civic and
commercial class structure of the Italian city states,
with thek separate trading, arts and crafts, had no real
counterpart in Russia. One Russian village, in its
destitute artlessness^ is almost identical with every
other. The rolling plains, the forests and the arid
steppes are vast uniformities, in which any "parish-
pump" and civic pride middle-class ideology seems
unthinkable. The Russian village either rested dor-
mant and passive or smouldered in revolt, revolt not
against local podestasy but against a territorially
universal absentee nobility. The Russian ckss conflict
was political in the grand sense, never petty and
concerned only with local animosities. Or rather, local
feeling was merely a particularisation of something
wider. Anyone who has read Goncharov*s Oblowov or
Sholokhov's And Quiet Flows the Don, will understand
the difference between the petty bourgeoisdom of
Western Europe or America'and the almost mystically
wider horkons of Old Russia.
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